STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Commissioner’s President Charlie Brown called the April 2, 2007 meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 AM. Mr. Brown opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America, followed by a moment of silence, and tributes by both Mr. Brown, and Mr. Sinders to deceased Commissioner Dave Parr.  Those present included Commissioner Paul Sinders and Commissioner Charlie Brown.  Also attending were Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND COUNTY BUSINESS
Paul Sinders made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2007, regular meeting, as well as the March 19, 2007, special meeting.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
The Postage Meter contract with Noepost was signed by Charlie Brown.

A motion to accept the specs for a used paver, to be bid at the May meeting made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

Paul Sinders later stated he would like to insert the trade in of the old paver into the specifications.

Eric Somheil stated that a trade in would be a requirement in the specs, not an option, and would need to be made a part of the specs.  He will prepare the necessary information to correctly advertise for May bid opening.

IN THE MATTER OF CELL PHONES

Commissioner Paul Sinders has been in contact with Cingular, and the switch to individual plans by offices is not going to be a simple task.  Several employees have gone to Cingular in Terre Haute to make arrangements for plans for their cell phones, and have found that the plan previously described does not apply, and a business plan could potentially cost more than we are being charged now.  The present low rates we now have are based on old plans which are no longer in service.

A representative from Cingular will contact the Auditor to set up a meeting.

A motion to rescind last month’s motion to terminate the Cingular Contract effective 4/6/07 was made by Paul Sinders.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

EMA Director Bryan Husband appeared before the Commissioners, along with Task Force 7 member Melissa Buell.  Clay County is the fiscal agent for Task Force 7.  They are set to do a full exercise at Musckatatuck for a cost of approximately $270,000.   The county will receive a 2.5% reimbursement of actual cost of administering grant, and Brian needs Commissioner’s signature to proceed.
A motion to accept the grant made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

Brian then requested verbal permission from the Commissioners to work on a Fireact Grant through FEMA.  This grant will benefit all local agencies, including the county.  There would be a 10% match, for any agency using the funds, and they would have one year to acquire the match money.  Lewis Township Volunteer Fire Department will administer the grant, but Brian needs permission to work on it during County hours.  The Commissioners granted their verbal permission to pursue this grant.

The County Mitigation Plan is continuing, and will meet the June deadline.

IN THE MATTER OF BRILEY CREEK

Paul Sinders has been in contact with Randy Staley, regarding necessary work to be done on Briley Creek.  

Mr. Staley recommends the application of herbicides and mowing, as well as replanting 900 to 1000 trees.

A motion to approve $800 for mowing to be paid from the Briley Creek Escrow made by Paul Sinders, seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

A motion to approve $1000. for trees to be paid from the Briley Creek Escrow made by Charlie Brown, seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 2 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF DAMAGE TO COUNTY ROADS BY OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES

Charlie Brown shared his concern over the condition of Festival Drive, and recommended that the road be closed.  He also stated that if the County expected Coal Mines to bond roads they use, that he feels all business that regularly use the roads should also be subject to road usage bonds.

Sheriff Mike Heaton stated that once the county established a load limit on a designated road, then the State Police would assist, and the County could issue citations.

Attorney Eric Somheil stated that the County can establish load limits, and if there are violations, the trucks in violation could be impounded until the fines are paid.  The County cannot, however, require road usage bonds, as Charlie suggested.

Attorney Somheil will prepare an ordinance to restrict use of Festival Drive and Rio Grand Road, to be considered at the May meeting

A motion to investigate establishing load limits on Rio Grand Road and CR 50 E, and to present same in the form of an ordinance at the May meeting was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF BRIDGE 220

Quotes for replacement of Bridge 220 were opened
CLR Inc

1 abuttment  $48,880.
2 abuttment  $68,880

Knust Excavating







    59,800 labor & materials per specs

BLS Contracting






               49,990 labor & materials per specs

Paul Sinders made a motion to accept BLS Contracting for a total of $49,990.00 to replace Bridge 220 with a flatcar.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Paul Sinders, and seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 2 ayes.
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Board of Commissioners of Clay County
_____________________________
Attest
Clay County Auditor
